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2018 Year In Review

The Parks, Recreation, & Civic Facilities Department’s objectives are to provide a
variety of programs, services, activities, facilities, and infrastructure to enhance
quality of life, health, and wellness for citizens and visitors of St. Joseph. The
department adopts the same focus as the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) in areas of health and wellness, resource conservation, and social equity.
The services provided by this city department are extremely diverse.

The Parks Administration Building, 1920 Grand Avenue, St. Joseph, MO.
The St. Joseph Parks system is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
is comprised of over 1,500 acres, 26 miles of parkways and boulevards and contains
53 parks and park facilities. Many park facilities and three of the largest parks are
connected by the historic parkway. This corridor includes Krug Park, Northside
Complex, Corby Grove, the Dog Park, Noyes Tennis Complex, the Aquatic Park,
Mary Park, Bartlett Park, Fairview Golf Course, the REC Center, Phil Welch
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Stadium, Bode Ice Arena, South Park / Drake Complex, and Hyde Park. The Parks
Department also has a significant presence in downtown with the Joyce Raye
Patterson Senior Center, Civic Arena, the historic Missouri Theater, and along the
Missouri River with the Bill McKinney Softball Complex at Heritage Park, and the
Remington Nature Center.

Corby Trail
In recent years, St. Joseph has developed an extensive urban hike and bike trail
system. Over 20 miles of paved trail connects the city from the north edge of the
park system to the south. There are many additional miles of trails, interconnecting
throughout the parkway system, including a two-mile river walk stretching from the
Downtown Riverfront Park at Robidoux Landing to Heritage Park. During 2018, an
additional 1/3 mile stretch of trail was added along Riverside Road between Faraon
and Messanie Streets and the river walk pedestrian bridge was replaced as part of
the Blacksnake Creek project.
The Parks Department benefits from a Council appointed advisory board that meets
once per month to discuss Park Department business. The board serves as a
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sounding board for the director and staff to discuss challenges within the department.
The Parks Board is not a decision-making authority, but Board members can provide
insight, ideas, and advice regarding projects and programs from a different
perspective than that of staff. The 2018 Parks Board members were Joe Houts
(Chairperson), Larry Douglas, Bob Hatten, Karen Foley, Keeran King, Wonda
Berry, Jerry Wilkerson, Valerie Brandt, and Darrell Grace.
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In 2018, the parks department celebrated two facility anniversaries; the Joyce Raye
Patterson Senior Center’s 40th year of serving residents ages 50 and over, and the
Remington Nature Center’s 10th year of operation.

Nature Center 10th Anniversary

Senior Center 40th Anniversary

The most significant project involvement in 2018 was the installation of a new
inclusive playground at Bartlett Park. The new playground replaced two old separate
playground structures that had outlived their useful life. Cunningham Recreation
was selected for the playground project after parks staff and community volunteers
participated in a Request for Proposal process. The volunteer committee consisted
of Lyn Smith of Progressive Community Services, Jamey McVicker of the Aiden
McVicker Foundation, and Heather Weddle of United Cerebral Palsy. Along with
the new playground structures, a new poured-in-place rubberized safety surface was
installed. Included in the overall project was an 18-hole disc golf course, which will
take advantage of the natural beauty and topography of Bartlett Park and Southwest
Parkway. Construction of the disc golf course was initiated in the fall of 2018 but
won’t be complete until 2019. Design for the disc golf course was a partnership
between a local disc golf organization and parks staff. Parks maintenance staff will
be constructing and installing the entire course. This project was funded in part by
a $250,000 Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant, which parks
administrative staff applied for in 2017, specifically for this project. Matching funds
for the LWCF grant came from donations made to the project from the Aiden
McVicker Charitable Foundation and the Firefighter’s Local 77, along with the
city’s ½ cent CIP Sales Tax program. In February of 2018, the Parks Department
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received the Missouri Parks and Recreation Association (MPRA) Show Me Healthy
Communities Initiative Award for the Bartlett Park Project and the new playground
was designated by Playcore and Gametime as a National Recognition Site which
makes it a model for other parks systems to study when they are designing their
inclusive parks.

New all-inclusive playground at Bartlett Park

Along with the playground and disc golf course project, the city manager authorized
$250,000 in additional funds which City Council later approved for the construction
of a new accessible restroom facility at Bartlett Park, near the playground. The
restroom was designed by Riverbluff Architects and constructed by Herner
Construction. The restroom construction cost was $191,000, with the remaining
funds being used to enhance the site with retaining walls, sidewalks, decorative
fencing, renovated parking areas, and landscaping. It was opened in November in
time for a ribbon cutting ceremony for the playground.
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Planning for riverfront development also moved forward in 2018. After an RFQ
process to select a design professional, SWT Design was selected to lead planning
for the project. SWT began researching the riverfront development with support from
multiple city departments including parks, public works, planning & community
development, and the city manager’s office. After several public meetings towards
the end of the year, SWT staff updated a master plan and offered options for projects
for riverfront development. This process should see significant progress in 2019.

Downtown Riverfront Park

New pedestrian bridge on the Riverwalk

A CIP project at the Missouri Theater which was initiated in 2017, with expected
completion in the spring of 2018 was finally completed in the summer. Minor façade
improvements were to be made, however when the contractor, Restoration &
Waterproofing Company began the project, it was discovered that extensive damage
existed to the support structure of the façade. After the City Council approved an
additional $500,000, work on this important historical facility continued and was
completed at a total cost of $612,000.

Façade Repair
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A second project at the Missouri Theater to replace
the existing sound system and renovate the Green
Room and Dressing Room was also completed. The
idea for the improvements was born after patrons
became aware of significant deficiencies in the
existing sound system. Carol and Jim Roever, along
with Laurel Vartabedian led a fundraising
campaign to gather funding for the theater
improvements. After initially raising nearly
$400,000, the city approved an additional $100,000
to complete the total estimated amount of the
renovations. Ellison-Auxier Architects worked
with Diversified Design to provide design and
technical support for the project. The sound system
contractor was Electronic Contracting Company
and room renovations were awarded to Phillco
Construction. The total cost of improvements was
$486,000.
New speaker installation
Parks staff working alongside Schneider
& Associates Engineering completed the
scope of work, design, and bidding
process for renovations at Noyes Tennis
Complex, Hyde Park Tennis Complex,
and Northside Tennis Complex. The
total removal and replacement of
existing surface at Noyes was awarded
to Herzog Contracting, while Riggs
Recreation will do the resurfacing work
at Hyde and Northside.
Noyes tennis courts in need of repair
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The existing “Adopt-a-Park” and “Adopt-aTrail” programs were analyzed and modified
during 2017, with a new program kick off in the
spring of 2018. The new program is much more
flexible, allowing citizens and community
groups to adopt sections of the Parkway, a
specific park or section of a park, or choose to
do a one-time special project in the parks
system.
Planning and preparing for the future of St. Joseph parks is an ongoing process. The
2019, ½ cent Capital Improvement Project (CIP) process which was initiated in 2017,
continued through August 2018. In February, after analyzing over 100 potential CIP
projects, the parks department presented 40 projects at a total estimated cost of
approximately $19 million to the CIP Citizen Committee. The committee ultimately
recommended 20 projects for funding at a total of $7.1 million. Those projects
include a new splash park at Hyde Park, renovations of the Horace Mann building,
restroom renovations at the senior center, additional restrooms at Missouri Theater,
lighting and curtain replacements at Missouri Theater, construction of a new
skateboard/bicycle park, renovations at the aquatic park, a new court surface and
lighting at John Lucas Park, Krug Park Amphitheater and Children’s Circus area
renovations, and new playgrounds at Seitz, Mary, Rest Square, Maple Leaf, College
Hill, Hochman, and Patee Parks. The committee also recommended several projects
for contingency funding at the end of the five-year CIP cycle. If funds are available,
they will be used for improvements to Hyde Park aquatics and construction of new
restroom facilities at Hyde Park, Corby Grove, Eagles Field Complex, Hochman
Park, Bartlett Park upper ballfield, and Northeast Park. It also included renovating
the existing concession/restroom building at Northside Complex. The process ended
with an affirmative vote of the citizens of St. Joseph in August.
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Hyde pool will be replaced with a
new splash park

Mary Park is one of the parks that will
have a new playground installed

As technology continues to become the norm for communicating, the department
strives to identify methods for reaching the public. The department continues to
operate accounts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and Tumblr. In 2018
our first Snapchat account was opened for the Aquatic Park in order to reach a
younger audience. We also worked diligently to increase communication with the
public through traditional media channels, several community calendars, the City
Link, and the City of St. Joseph website.
Daily duties in the administrative office are dominated by communications, customer
service activities, budget monitoring, shelter management, special event
coordination, human resource activities, staff training, planning, and monitoring.
Providing support to all other park divisions is critical and substantial. Those
divisions include Aquatics, Bode Sports Complex, Civic Facilities, Fairview Golf
Course, Joyce Raye Patterson Senior Center, Parks Maintenance, REC Center,
Recreation Programs, Softball, and the Remington Nature Center. The department is
a member of the National Recreation and Parks Association, Missouri Parks and
Recreation Association, United States Tennis Association, and USA Softball,
formerly known as Amateur Softball Association of America (ASA).
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Looking forward to 2019:
• Beginning projects approved through the CIP
• Working with the Community Development division of the Planning and
Community Development Department to replace six playgrounds
• Demolition of the Hyde Park pool
• Reviewing proposed riverfront development plans provided by SWT Design
• Replacing the Missouri Theater curtain
• Proceeding with the tennis court surfacing project
• Welcoming five newly appointed Parks Advisory Board members
• Finishing the disc golf course construction
• Begin working on the design for the Hyde Park splash park
Find us on:

