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Remington Nature Center
2018 Year In Review
The Remington Nature Center opened its doors in the Fall of 2008 with the goal of
providing information, exhibits, hands-on displays, education, and programming
committed to interpretation of nature and conservation relative to the significance of
the Missouri River and Northwest Missouri. The nature center has many displays
related to nature and the history of this region, including a 7,000 gallon aquarium,
providing home to numerous species of fish native to the Missouri River. Also, on
display are artifacts specific to the Civil War, and a major collection of Native
American artifacts. The gardens and grounds surrounding the nature center are an
extension of our goal, with plants and trees typical to this part of the country.

The Remington Nature Center
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During the past ten years, the nature center has welcomed visitors from all 50 states,
as well as many international countries. In 2018, guests came from Texas, West
Virginia, Kansas, Minnesota, Michigan, California, Maryland, Illinois, Florida,
Colorado, Arkansas, Iowa, Washington, Nebraska, Indiana, Arizona, New York,
Alaska, Montana, South Dakota, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia, Hawaii, Nevada,
Pennsylvania, Alabama, New Mexico, North Carolina, and Wisconsin. International
visitors in 2018 included guests from Mexico, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Italy, Western Australia and many other world-wide locations.

Manager Andrea McCoy
visits with guests.

In 2018, the nature center continued being one of the most
attended St. Joseph museums, ranked #3 on TripAdvisor in area
attractions, helping to make a busy year with more than 25,000
total visitors. The nature center also won ‘Best Museum’
through the St. Joseph News-Press, with votes cast by readers
and online subscribers. With over 8,500 visitors ages 15 and
younger, it is clear, the nature center continues to grow in
interest.

The nature center also maintained its popularity as a venue for
business meetings, community events, and private parties. In
addition to the in-house programming, staff provided outreach
programs for community groups, service organizations, nursing
homes, and schools. Some of our outreach events with high
attendance included:
•
•
•
•
•

A note left by a
young guest.

April 17, 2018 – Children’s Fair – 1,686 people
June 20, 2018 – Silver & Gold Club presentation – 430 people
July 21, 2018 – Amelia Earhart Festival – 782 people
October 9, 2018 – Tiny Tot Town – 600 people
December 1 and 2, 2018 – Eagle Days – 600 people

Children’s Fair
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Naturalist Shelly Cox participates in a partnership Halloween event, ‘Creepy Crawlies!’ at the Missouri Department of
Conservation’s Northwest Regional Office in St. Joseph, Missouri.

The Remington Nature Center continued its partnership with Bode Ice Arena for the
Recreation Education package. The nature center worked closely with Bode Sports
Complex and the REC Center to provide programming for the summer youth
recreation program, RecConnect. The nature center also developed and maintained
mutually beneficial relationships with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Missouri
Department of Conservation, Missouri Western State University (MWSU), Missouri
American Water, Girl Scouts of Northeast Kansas and Northwest Missouri, U.S.
Parks Service (Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail), Mid-Continent Library
system, Creatures by Theresa and many others.
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Specialized programming and special events that were a hit in 2018:
Herp-o-Rama, held in early summer, this event featured
educational and hands-on experiences with live reptiles. The
event included a variety of speakers, crafts, and activities for all
ages. It was sponsored in partnership with the Loess Bluffs
National Wildlife Refuge, MWSU, Casey’s Creatures, the Pony
Express Amphibian & Reptile Society and the Missouri
Department of Conservation. The 2018 event was attended by
521 people, an increase of approximately 100 people from the
2017 event.

Tarantula Fun

Herp-o-Rama

Insect-o-Rama, held in the fall, is a wonderful learning
experience for all ages. This event included sampling insect
cuisine, crafts for kids, cockroach races and education about
microscopic insects, butterflies and moths, tarantulas,
Missouri insects and spiders, local pest control and more.
Approximately 233 people attended this event in 2018.

Smithsonian Museum Day is an annual ‘free admission’ day in September providing
a way for the nature center to give back to the community and thank them for their
support. The nature center began hosting Smithsonian Day in 2010 and has continued
since. 1,295 people attended during this event in 2018, the highest-attended date of
the year.
In addition to these fun and educational events, the nature center also hosts birthday
party packages, conference room rentals, and educational programming for field
trips.
The birthday party packages are interactive with the option of
different themes, games, crafts, and even live animals. Birthday party
guests receive a special gift from the nature center as part of our
birthday party package.

Special gift
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Conference room usage for 2018 consisted of a variety of events including meetings,
training sessions, birthday parties, receptions, and private events. Some partner
groups that held events in the conference room in 2018 included the Department of
Natural Resources, Cotillion for Achievement, St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce,
Missouri Department of Conservation, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail,
Optimist Club, and groups from a variety of city departments. The nature center also
hosted several Riverfront Development Strategic Development meetings and
meetings regarding the I-229 double-decker bridge.

Remington Nature Center conference room decorated for the Cotillion for Achievement reception.

A church youth group did trash pickup
along the Riverwalk Trail and around the
nature center

Outreach at Amelia
Earhart Festival

The nature center continues to welcome volunteers
and interns. Over 500 volunteer hours were tallied
in 2018. These hours were completed by students
from Central and Lafayette high schools during
service days, a church youth group, an intern from
MWSU, and many individual volunteers.

Volunteers at 10th Anniversary Celebration
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Holiday ornaments were available in 2018 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of
the nature center. The design and sale of the parks ornaments was taken over by the
nature center in 2016 when 1,000 3-D Krug Castle ornaments were sold. In 2017,
the Missouri Theater was honored with 647 ornaments sold and 316 of the nature
center ornaments were sold in 2018.

Holiday ornament series: 2016 Krug Park Castle, 2017 Missouri Theater, and 2018 Remington Nature Center

The nature center Facebook page is updated frequently to keep visitors informed
about news and events. In 2018, the page reached over 3,900 page followers. This
page helps to promote upcoming events, pictures, and information quickly, at no cost
to the city. This is a tremendous asset for providing an easy way for people to stay
up-to-date and connected with the nature center.
Looking forward to 2019:
Publication of an updated programming guide
Owl Prowl in February
Scout Badge Day
Monthly craft events
Monthly indoor scavenger hunts
Additional programming and educational opportunities, such as tortoise
feedings and programs
• Outreach programming around the community and region
• ….and so much more!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Find Us On:
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