Civic Arena
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2018 Year In Review
The St. Joseph Civic Arena opened in October 1980, hosting its first event, a Kansas
City Kings basketball game, on October 4 of that year. The first concert at the arena
was held the following evening, October 5, featuring the Little River Band. The Civic
Arena staff work with local and national promoters and the Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau to secure major events and provide numerous enjoyable entertainment
opportunities for St. Joseph residents and visitors.

The Civic Arena looking Northwest from the intersection of 4th and Felix Streets.

The dynamic versatile design of the Civic Arena includes flexible seating
capabilities that enable accommodation of any type of event. General assembly
seating can be provided for up to 4,200 or as much as 19,000 square feet of
unobstructed exhibit space or performing surface along with seating for 2,300.
Superb acoustics and lighting plus a clear view of activities from all locations prove
there’s not a bad seat in the house
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Modular walls within the meeting room area of the complex allow for arrangements
for groups of up to 200. These spacious rooms are ideal for seminars, banquets,
private meetings, and receptions.
Access to the building is excellent for exhibitors, performers, and audience and
comply in all aspects with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The Pivotal Point Fall Ball holds their annual fundraising banquet at the Civic Arena

In 2018, the Civic Arena hosted a wide range of events, including trade shows such
as the KQ2 Farm Ag and Lifestyle Show, the Holiday Mart, the Antique Show, and
the St. Joseph Distributing Food Show.
The Civic Arena can be transformed from the basketball arena for the Harlem
Globetrotters or the High School Sectional Games to a beautiful banquet scene for
the Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, the Pivotal Point Housing Fall Ball, the
Noyes Home Take a Seat, or the YWCA Women of Excellence Banquet.
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Above – Midwest Sports Championship (photo by Viny
Campbell
Left – UCP Chili Cook-off

The Civic Arena was excited to provide a venue for the St. Joseph Kennel Club Dog
Shows, gymnastics local and state tournaments, dance recitals, cheer competitions,
youth wrestling tournaments, Amped Up Bull Riding competitions, and the Moila
Shrine Circus. We also entertain with the UCP Chili Challenge, Mayor’s National
Day of Prayer Breakfast, weddings, showers, meetings, and training events.

Justin Moore came back to the Civic Arena to perform for St. Joseph and brought Dylan Scott
along for the ride on their “Hell on the Highway” Tour
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New events booked at the Civic Arena in 2018 included the Park Maintenance Rodeo,
Special Olympics Indoor Games, Justin Moore and Dylan Scott in concert, the Small
College Hall of Fame Classic, the Hillyard Classic Basketball Tournament, Midwest
Storm Cheer Competition and an Arrive Alive Event.

The 2nd Annual Crypticon event was a hit

A first, the Small College Hall of
Fame Classic

Total attendance for events at the Civic Arena in 2018 was 87,313 with March having
the highest attendance with nearly 22,000 people. The most notable event in 2018
was the Moila Shrine Circus with nearly 14,000 in attendance for six performances
over three days.

The Moila Shrine Circus is an annual event at the Civic Arena
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To help people learn more about events that are coming up at the Civic Arena, more
social media posts and events were published on the Civic Arena’s Facebook page.
The Civic Arena continues to show its age with a multitude of infrastructure and
equipment problems. These issues include drainage and plumbing system failures,
an aging seating system, lighting fixtures and switchboard panel, electrical deficits,
and outside sidewalks and curbing. There is also a need for an upgraded stage with
appropriate access ramps, and updated sound equipment.

Looking forward to 2019:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Floor port repair
Sumo wrestling event
Catfish tournament banquet
Shop Small St. Joseph
Amped Up Rodeo
Harlem Globetrotters
Crypticon

Find Us On:

The Harlem Globetrotters are scheduled
to perform in January 2019

