
FIRE ALARM AND DETECTION SYSTEMS (Taken from the St. Joseph Code of Ordinances)

907.1  
General. This section covers the application, installation, performance and maintenance of fire alarm systems and their 
components in new and existing buildings and structures. The requirements of Section 907.2 are applicable to new 
907.2.10 Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms. Listed single- and multiple-station smoke alarms complying with 
UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with the provisions of this code and the household fire-warning equipment 
provisions of NFPA 72.

907.2.10.1  
Where required. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed in the locations described in Sections 
907.2.10.1.1 through 907.2.10.1.3.

907.2.10.1.1  
Group R-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed in all of the following locations in Group R-1: 
1. In sleeping areas. 
2. In every room in the path of the means of egress from the sleeping area to the door leading from the sleeping unit. 
3. In each story within the sleeping unit, including basements. For sleeping units with split levels and without an 
intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level shall suffice for the adjacent 
lower level provided that the lower level is less than one full story below the upper level.

907.2.10.1.2  
Groups R-2, R-3, R-4 and I-1. Single or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in Groups R-2, 
R-3, R-4 and I-1 regardless of occupant load at all of the following locations: 
1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of bedrooms. 
2. In each room used for sleeping purposes. 
3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements but not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. 
In dwellings or dwelling units with split levels and without an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke 
alarm installed on the upper level shall suffice for the adjacent lower level provided that the lower level is less than 
one full story below the upper level.

907.3.2  
Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms. Single-and multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed in existing 
Group R occupancies in accordance with Sections 907.3.2.1 through 907.3.2.3.

907.3.2.1  
General. Existing Group R occupancies not already provided with single-station smoke alarms shall be provided with 
approved single-station smoke alarms. Installation shall be in accordance with Section 907.2.10, except as provided in 
Sections 907.3.2.2 and 907.3.2.3.

907.3.2.2  
Interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit in 
Group R-2, R-3 or R-4, or within an individual sleeping unit in Group R-1, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in 
such a manner that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the individual unit. The alarm shall be 
clearly audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed. Exceptions: 
1. Interconnection is not required in buildings that are not undergoing alterations, repairs or construction of any kind. 
2. Smoke alarms in existing areas are not required to be interconnected where alterations or repairs do not result in 
the removal of interior wall or ceiling finishes exposing the structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement 
available which could provide access for interconnection without the removal of interior finishes.

Please protect your family...install smoke alarms!
Effective November 3, 2007, a new city code requires ALL dwellings, apartments  
and homes, to have smoke detectors on each floor and in every bedroom.  

READ ON TO LEARN MORE!


